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ship, equipped in Sevylha by the officers of the emperor in the
Casa da Comtratacam, to learn the latest news and to give warn-
ing that ships were being made ready in Fram?a in order to sail
on the route of the ocean sea and to wait for the ships from the
Amtylhas [Antilles], and the men of this ship had come via the
islands of Canaria to this island to learn whether they had
passed. From this island the said ship made its way direct to the
Amtylhas to give warning there. It appeared that the French
ships were not then ready, and for that reason or because of
unfavourable weather they did not set sail until January. They
made for the island of Foguo, fourteen leagues from this island,
and there they seized one ship, which was on its way to Framdes
with a cargo of cotton, and also another, which the contractors
had sent from this factory to buy cotton for the trade, and they
took from it in money and merchandise a sum exceeding one
million reis. They carried the ships with them, and after plun-
dering them, they left them behind. Having made these seizures,
they set a course for this island; and before they reached this
city, they came upon a ship behind the island, and they seized
its cargo and plundered it and then grounded it upon the coast.
When they came in sight of this city in order to ride in the port,
they saw ten or twelve ships, and they did not attack, because
they saw the ships, although the city would have been com-
pletely sacked on account of the poor defences offered by the
land. Then, their ships set a course for Guyn6, and between the
islands and Guyne they came upon a ship, which had come
from Sevylha to take slaves for the Antilhas, and they took it
without doing any injury either to the crew or to the cargo,
except that they took from it wines and biscuits in exchange for
flour in casks of the same value, which they gave it, and they
informed the crew of the ship of Castella that they were operat-
ing only against the Portuguese. And as soon as they reached
Guyne, on the coast they took a ship belonging to the inhabi-
tants of the island which was engaged in barter, and they robbed
the crew and put them below the deck and nailed down the
hatchways upon them, and by firing bombards at them they
sent them to the bottom of the sea, where they perished, and
only those of the crew escaped who happened to be on land,